
COLES COUNTY REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT PLACES 
 

Property Nomination Form 
 

1.  Name of Property:   Shull-Lynch House     
 
 
2.  Location:    5885 N County Rd 1460E   
                        Charleston, IL 61920    
 
 
3.  Name and address of owner:    Jeff and Stacia Lynch   
      5885 N County Rd 1460E   
      Charleston, IL 61920   
 Public________      Private ___X_  
 
 
4.  Name and address of applicant if other than owner:    
      Kit Morice     
      400 Jackson Ave.    
      Charleston, IL 61920    
 
5.  Representation in existing surveys:   Unknown    
           
           
           
           
 
6.  Present use of the site:   Private home      
 
7.  Category of Significance 
 
     Historic_________     Natural area_________ 
 
    Architectural___X__    Physiographic________ 
 
    Cultural__________    Archaeological________ 
 
 
8.  Relevant dates: 1956-57_______________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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9.  Description of site (including surrounding area if related) 
 
The rural Charleston one-story three bedroom, two bath home with a two car attached 
garage is a classic example of mid-20th century modernism designed by Champaign 
architect and UIC faculty member Jack Baker c. 1956-57.  It has a flat roof with wide 
overhanging eaves, floor to ceiling windows surrounding the public spaces, and an 
overall geometric form.  It is situated on a slope with a walk-out basement.  The 
construction is post-and-beam with no weight bearing walls in the interior; the beams 
are laminated redwood.  Original interior features include an open floor plan with 
terrazzo floors throughout the first floor, redwood railroad siding on the walls and 
ceilings, 1”x1” tiles on the kitchen and bathroom counters, glass doors on the upper 
kitchen cabinets, the half-round sink and shoji screen in the bathroom, and closet doors 
throughout; the bedroom closets feature built-in dressers. The main living space is 
divided by a long closet that forms a hallway between the kitchen and bedrooms.  
 
Early in the home’s history the original owners, Carl and Mary Shull, added walls to 
close off the bedrooms.  
 
The present owners, Jeff Lynch & Stacia Lynch, purchased the house c. 2000 and have 
undertaken a sensitive rehabilitation of the structure with the architect’s blueprints and 
one of Baker’s students as the architect.  After addressing structural issues, they pulled 
up carpet to reveal the terrazzo floors and replicated and replaced the nicotine-stained 
shoji screens between the kitchen/dining area and living room and the back room that 
was Carl Shull’s painting studio. (The original shoji screens were re-purposed to create 
rooms in the basement.)  The redwood siding and beams on the first floor interior had 
been previously painted, although the beams in the basement remain unpainted.  The 
blueprints called for a fireplace in the living room, which the Shulls did not build, but 
the support structure was in place and a fireplace was constructed on that wall by the 
Lynches.  
 
The windows and sliding doors have all been replaced; the Shulls had replaced the 
original windows with louvered windows (date unknown).  The present owners 
replaced those with double-pane floor-to-ceiling windows to more closely match the 
look of the original ones, although they added horizontal and vertical supports on the 
lower portion of the windows for structural support.  (The original windows had been 
one floor-to-ceiling plate of glass.) 
 
The Lynches added a wall in the basement to create a third bedroom.  A previously 
enclosed lower level porch/patio accessed from the basement was opened up and 
screened in.  
 
On the exterior, the homeowners covered the redwood railroad siding with metal siding 
that echoes the wood siding in design.  The deck surrounding the house has been largely 



reconstructed, matching the original footprint, and features some original handrails and 
vertical supports.  The cable railing was added by the Lynches.  The house retains its 
original wood soffits. 
 
 
10.  Statement of Significance (must relate to category of significance checked above): 
 
This house is architecturally significant as a mid-20th century modern domestic dwelling 
designed by noted architect Jack Baker.  Born in 1920 in Champaign, Illinois, Baker 
received a Certificate from the Beaux Arts Institute of Design, New York and a Bachelors 
and Masters in Architecture from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.  In 
addition to private practice as an architect, Baker was a faculty member in UIUC’s 
School of Architecture from 1950-1990.  Baker received many honors, including the 
Excellence in Education Award and Medal from the Illinois Council/AIA and the 
Dedicated and Distinguished Voluntary Service Certificate from the National American 
Institute of Architects Commission on Environment and Design.  
 
IHPA Architect Anthony Rubano stated about Baker, “Jack Baker is/was a legendary 
architecture professor at the U of I.  Along with A. Richard Williams (who designed 
EIU’s union), they really brought a thoughtful brand of modernism to the U of I and to 
generations of architecture students.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IF NEEDED, PLEASE ATTACH ONE ADDITIONAL 8.5” x 11” SHEET. 
 
Date Received:           
 
Date Reviewed by CCHPAC:         
 
Date Reviewed by CCRP&DC:       
 
When completed, please return form to:  Coles County Regional Planning 
         & Development Commission 
       651 Jackson, Room 309 
       Charleston, IL 61920 
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